The portion of the Cascadia Corridor between the Seattle-Tacoma and Portland metro areas has added population rapidly in the South Puget Sound (Olympia) urban area and at more modest rates in Lewis and Cowlitz counties. Southwest Washington remains a center of resource-based industrial activity. 

This is most clearly reflected in development around the Port of Longview, where our aerial view reveals an unusual concentration of heavy industry. 

State Route 432 is a limited access corridor linking the Kelso-Longview industrial area with I-5. At its intersection with State Route 433, it has the second-highest freight throughput in the State of Washington. SR-433 in turn is the approach to the Lewis and Clark Bridge, which crosses the Columbia River to Oregon. 

Two decades ago, the Port of Longview developed a successful business park built around resource-based manufacturing and bulk cargo shipping. Part of the project was a rail line that gave unit trains access to its grain export facility. The Port rerouted this trackage as a cost-effective alternative to grade separations. 

This was only the beginning of major functional improvements in freight mobility. The SR 432 link to I-5 was upgraded as a dedicated freightway and linked to a new Lewis and Clark Bridge that has spurred industrial development in the Oregon side. The $100 million bridge has been funded 40% from toll revenues and 30% each from the two states. This was a notable case where the concept of using tolls to support a public-private partnership increased interest in building a replacement bridge.

The other major change in Southwest Washington is congestion relief and flood control on I-5 between Centralia and Chehalis in Lewis County. The Interstate has been widened to make room for truck passing lanes and crucial off-road improvements in the form of flood retention structures have been made. Thanks to a change in transportation rules, this has allowed a comprehensive approach to solve I-5 flooding that has at times shut down this stretch of the Canada to Mexico trade corridor. Similar improvements have been made on I-5 at the Toutle River in Cowlitz County.

